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The School Board of Pinellas County, Flor ida 
Choice Plan 

(Student Assignment Plan) 

October  24, 2000 

As Amended October  22, 2002, February 11, 2003, May 27, 2003, September 23, 2003, 
December 9, 2003, August 2, 2005 and January 9, 2007. 

I . Overview 

Background/Rationale 

In December 1999, the School Board of Pinellas County and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund reached an 
agreement to end court-ordered busing that has been in effect since 1971.  The agreement calls for a 
student assignment plan that gives more choices to parents in selecting a school for their child.  The court 
granted unitary status to Pinellas County Schools on August 10, 2000. 

Two kinds of assignment plans were considered--traditional zoning and choice.  Traditional zoning is the 
drawing of school attendance boundaries around a school.  Traditional zoning, if used, would have 
resulted in the School Board approving the resegregation of schools.  A Choice Plan gives parents a voice 
in the selection of schools for their child and allows for voluntary desegregation. 

In addition to providing a plan that will not by design resegregate the schools, a Choice Plan promotes 
the District Strategic Plan’s aims of highest student achievement, safe learning environment and effective 
and efficient operations.  It provides additional opportunities for school improvement.  It provides a 
method for reducing and prohibiting overcrowding.  Finally, it provides for the greatest use of permanent 
school facilities. 

The Choice Plan will be implemented in two steps.  These are described below. 

Controlled Choice (2003-2007) 

In order to ease the transition from a traditional method of zoning to a method that allows more parental 
choice, a plan that calls for four years of controlled choice is required.  During this period, the maximum 
percentage of black students at any individual school is 42 percent.  The minimum percentage of black 
students at any individual school will be determined by the actual percentage of black students residing 
in a given attendance area for each level of school: elementary, middle and high. 

Choice Without Ratios (2007- ) 

Beginning with the 2007-08 school year, there will be no required ratios for any school in the district.  
Diversity, however, is and always will be a major goal of this plan.  It is the intent of the district that all 
schools will encourage diversity through their actions, policies and rules so that there is a representation 
of all population groups of the county in all programs, classes and activities in a substantial and 
meaningful way. 

Attendance Areas 

Attendance areas have been created for each level of school.  There are four attendance areas for 
elementary school, three for middle school and one for high school. 
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Choosing a School 

Students will choose from among the schools in their attendance area.  If more students choose a school 
than there are spaces available, preferences have been defined to decide which students will be assigned 
to each school.  Provisions for transfers within an attendance area and from one attendance area to 
another are included as part of this plan. 

Selection Process 

Each school will be assigned a student capacity to determine the number of spaces available for students.  
Spaces will be assigned according to choices made by parents using the preferences and other provisions 
of this plan.  As many first-choice selections as possible will be filled first.  Second-choice selections 
will be used only after as many first-choice spaces as possible have been assigned.  This process will 
continue until all students have been assigned to a school.  Students not receiving their first- or second-
choice school will be assigned to a waiting list for possible transfer if a space becomes available at one of 
these schools.  Once a student has been assigned a space at a school, that space remains his or hers until 
the student: 

·  completes the highest grade at that school level. 

·  chooses (and is assigned) to attend a different school in the same. 
 attendance area.  

·  moves to a different attendance area. 

·  is placed in an Exceptional Student Education Program or Alternative Education 
 Program. 

Any student may apply to attend a different school each year. 

General Pr inciples of the Choice Plan 

This student assignment plan has been developed using some general principles.  These principles 
provide that the plan: 

·  Must be constitutional and be able to withstand legal challenges.  

·  Is based upon choice and not a geographic assignment by the School Board.  

·  Involves a phase-in period called controlled choice for four years followed by 
 choice with no required ratios.  

·  Applies one set of rules to use for the entire county.  

·  Aspires to make diversity of all student populations a preeminent goal.  

·  Requires each attendance area for all levels of schools to have equitable resources.  

·  Have large attendance areas with a range of 7 percent to 39 percent black student 
 population residing in that area.  

• Has preferences for continuation (grandfathering), family, proximity, and diversity 
consistent with the U.S. Constitution and the stipulation to end court supervision. 
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·  Maintains that preferences do not violate racial controls.  

·  Calls for not more than four choice areas for any school level.  

·  Has sufficient capacity within each area for students.  

·  Has transportation provisions that meet state and local guidelines. 

 

I I . Family Education and Information Centers 

Introduction 

Family Education and Information Centers (FEIC) shall be established to provide information and 
assistance to all parents in choosing the appropriate schools for their children and train the parents, when 
possible, to become active participants in their children’s education. These centers will have the primary 
responsibility for facilitating parents© understanding of the opportunities of the student assignment plan.  
Additionally, the centers will have many of the resources a family will need to make an informed 
decision.  Resources at the centers shall include but not be limited to: 

·  A warm, welcoming environment.  

·  A professional and sensitive staff that is ethnically and linguistically diverse.  

·  School choice description and opportunities.  

·  School programs information.  

·  Specific information about available schools by attendance area.  

·  Choice applications.  

·  Transportation information.  

·  A school choice video.  

·  Information about child-care, health centers and adult education.  

·  Exceptional Student Education information.  

·  Assistance for parents who do not speak English.  

·  Charter, magnet, fundamental and academy school opportunities.  

·  Visual displays such as maps, photos of schools and samples of children©s 
work.  

The FEICs will be staffed with district personnel who will be knowledgeable in all phases of the student 
assignment plan and district rules and regulations, as they pertain to choice. 

FEIC Program Objectives 

·  To maximize parents’  awareness of the options under the school Choice Plan.  
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·  To encourage parents to be full partners in their children’s education, both at 
  home and at school.  

·  To support parents in ensuring that their children receive educational experiences 
  consistent with their expectations.  

·  To survey parents relative to the registration process to make sure that parents are 
 served accurately and courteously.  The FEICs also will survey parents to 
 determine their reasons for not selecting their assigned school as their first- or 
  second-choice school.  

Parent Outreach - The FEICs’  staff members will employ various outreach strategies, including, but not 
limited to, visiting libraries, day-care centers and community centers and speaking to parent groups about 
the registration process, the academic programs and opportunities for parental involvement in their public 
school.  

FEICs should be located centrally and conveniently to serve one or more choice areas.  Additional 
temporary locations may be established during peak assignment periods as the need arises.  The FEICs 
should reflect the cultural diversity of the district, and the centers shall be opened daily, evenings and 
weekends as necessary to accommodate the needs of the public.  Selected sites for FEICs should have the 
following characteristics: 

·  Ease of access to public transportation.  

·  Adequate parking separate from any other existing facility.  

·  Adequate space, including individual cubicles and offices for private 
 conversation.  

·  Facilities for small children.  

·  Accessibility for the handicapped.  

·  Security, especially in the evenings and on weekends.  

·  Technical infrastructure, including data lines to district computers and phone lines  

Staff Training 

The FEICs’  staff members will receive appropriate training prior to working with parents.  Training will 
include specific duties unique to the job, technical details of the assignment process and strategies for 
working with the public.  Training will consist of workshops that address leadership, writing, oral 
communication, making the work environment customer-focused, word processing and explaining the 
Choice Plan. 

I I I . Attendance Areas and Capacity 

Introduction 

Density of population, program capacity of school facilities, transportation patterns, educational 
offerings and the general principles of the Choice Plan were taken into consideration in establishing 
attendance areas. 

Existing countywide fundamental schools, magnet school programs, high school academies, and charter 
schools are not considered part of the choice spaces available in this plan. A separate application process 
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and timeline for these schools has been developed and will be reviewed each year by the Student 
Assignment Department. 

The fundamental schools are Bay Vista Fundamental Elementary, Coachman Fundamental Middle, 
Curtis Fundamental Elementary, Lakeview Fundamental Elementary, Pasadena Fundamental Elementary, 
Southside Fundamental Middle, Tarpon Springs Fundamental Elementary and Osceola High School. 

The magnet schools that are not considered part of the choice spaces available in this plan are Center for 
Advancement of the Sciences and Technology at Bay Point Elementary, Center for the Arts & 
International Studies at Perkins Elementary, Center for Communication and Mass Media at Melrose 
Elementary, Center for Gifted Studies at Ridgecrest Elementary, Center for the Arts & Communication 
Studies at John Hopkins Middle, Center for Advancement of the Sciences and Technology at Bay Point 
Middle, Center for Advanced Technologies at Lakewood High, Center for Wellness and Medical 
Professions at Boca Ciega High and Palm Harbor University High, Criminal Justice Academy at Pinellas 
Park High, Early Graduation Option at Osceola High, International Baccalaureate Program at Palm 
Harbor University High and St. Petersburg High, Business, Economic, Technology Academy and 
Pinellas County Center for the Arts at Gibbs High, 21st Century Learning Center and Teaching Arts 
Academy at Largo High, the vocational (career) academies at Tarpon Springs High, Dunedin High, 
Northeast High and Dixie Hollins High, and the phase-in of seats at Osceola Fundamental High. 

 

Capacity 

Attendance Areas and Capacity: 

Program capacity should be assigned before the controlled Choice Plan is put into place and before 
students and parents are allowed to choose a school.  Program capacity should be controlled through a 
five-year plan just as are construction and capital improvements.  Program capacity should not be 
changed once the year begins. 

All changes made to program capacity should be made between school years and must be justified 
according to the factors of the FISH (Florida Inventory of School Houses) Report, unit allocation 
(detailing the number of teaching units, by program and type, that are assigned to a school), and staffing 
model (detailing the school board-approved pupil-teacher ratio) as well as the criteria for relocatable 
classrooms if applicable. 

Determination of School Capacity: 

Capacity of a school will be determined by first calculating the capacity of the permanent facilities. 

Capacity of Permanent Facilities: 

There are three steps to follow in determining the capacity of permanent facilities.  The first step is to 
obtain the FISH report.  This is the state inventory of all spaces in a school.  The second step is to apply 
the unit allocation report.  This details the number of teaching units, by program and type, which are 
assigned to a school.  There are some specialized programs such as exceptional student education ESE), 
GOALS, magnets, ESOL, early intervention pre-kindergarten, and vocational course offerings that 
require greater space than regular classes.  The unit allocation report takes those needs into account.  The 
last step is to apply the staffing model.  The staffing model is a school board approved formula that 
details the pupil-teacher ratio for general education classes and specialized programs.  Capacity for 
permanent facilities, therefore, is determined by taking the base report of space in a school, and adjusting 
it for the space needs of the programs in the school and applying the appropriate pupil-teacher ratio.  
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Transition Period:  Because of the continuation (grandfathering) preference, there will be a transition 
from current program capacity and use of relocatables.  If a school has more relocatables than this 
process contemplates, the school may keep as many of those relocatables as is necessary to accommodate 
the continuation (grandfathering) preference.  No new relocatable classrooms should be allowed unless 
this process indicates it is appropriate.  Excess relocatables will be eliminated as quickly as is possible.  
If a school has excess relocatables, there will be limits to the assignment of new students. 

If the projected enrollment in an attendance area exceeds the total capacity of the permanent facilities, 
the district will determine whether any relocatable classrooms should be placed at any school.  If so, the 
number and placement of relocatables will be based on the following criteria.  The capacity of those 
relocatables will be added to the capacity of the permanent facilities.  The result will be that school©s 
program capacity. 

Placement of Relocatable Classrooms: 

Relocatable classrooms should only be assigned based on the school©s ability to support them and based 
on the documented need in the attendance area overall.  A school©s ability to support relocatables is 
determined by the size of the dining area, the size of the site, and the number of gang restroom fixtures at 
each school. 

State formulas will be used to determine whether the size of the dining area at a school will support more 
students than the program capacity of the permanent classrooms.  Only if the dining area will support 
additional students can relocatables be placed at that school, and only in a number that can be supported 
by the dining facilities. 

Likewise, state requirement formulas will be used to determine whether the size of the site will support 
more students than the program capacity of the permanent classrooms.  Only if the size of the site will 
support additional students can relocatables be placed at that school, and only in a number that can be 
supported by the size of the site. 

The lowest number of students generated by these two calculations will be used to determine the number 
of relocatable classrooms that a school site may house. 

This will be further limited by the number of gang restroom facilities.  Standard Plumbing Code 
requirements will be used to determine the minimum number of fixtures needed to accommodate the 
number of students on a campus.  If the fixture count does not provide facilities to accommodate the 
number of students equal to or greater than that generated by dining or site size, the relocatable must be 
equipped with a restroom. 

Relocatable classrooms will then be assigned in a number necessary to accommodate all of the students 
in the attendance area according to the schools best able to support the relocatable classrooms. 

Allocation of Capacity: 

The program capacity of the permanent facilities, plus the program capacity of the relocatables placed 
according to these principles will be the total program capacity for each school.  Students will then make 
their choices of schools according to the capacity available by this formula. 

Attendance Areas 

The attendance areas are explained in the next few pages using maps, narratives and information.  
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Elementary Schools 

The boundary lines for the elementary attendance areas are as follows: 

Between Areas A and B 

From Tampa Bay and I-275; south on I-275; west on Gandy Boulevard; south on U.S. 19; west on 54th 
Avenue North; South through Cross Bayou and John’s Pass to the Gulf of Mexico 

Between Areas B and C 

From Tampa Bay; southwest through Long Branch Creek; west on Whitney Road; south on U.S. 19; west 
on East Bay Drive; north on Missouri Avenue; west on Belleair Road (extended to Clearwater Harbor); 
west through Clearwater Pass to the Gulf of Mexico 

Between Areas C and D 

From Tampa Bay; northwest through Safety Harbor and Lake Tarpon outfall canal to Curlew Road; south 
on McMullen-Booth Road; west on State Road 580; south on County Road 1; west on CSX railroad 
tracks; west on Palmetto Street; north on Pinellas Trail; west on Palm Bluff Street; northwest through 
intercoastal waterway; west through Big Pass to the Gulf of Mexico 
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Middle Schools 

This plan has three attendance areas for middle schools.  The considerations identified in the 
planning for elementary school boundaries also apply to the middle school proposal.  Numerous 
similarities exist between the elementary and middle school attendance boundary lines; differences are 
the result of capacity and ratio concerns as well as school site locations. 

The boundary lines between areas are as follows: 

Between Areas A and B 

• From Tampa Bay; beginning at Gandy Boulevard, southwest on Gandy Boulevard, south on U.S. 
19,west on 54thAvenue N, south through Long Bayou and Johns Pass. 

 

Between Areas B and C 

 
• From Tampa Bay beginning at Allen©s Creek; north on U.S. 19; west on Belleair Road, north on 

Keene Road, west on Gulf-to-Bay Boulevard, north on Highland Avenue, west on Drew Street to the 
Intercoastal Waterway, north on the Intercoastal Waterway and through Big Pass to the Gulf of Mexico.  
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High Schools 

This plan provides that all sixteen high schools make up one large attendance area. The rationale for this 
decision includes the following considerations: 

·  The configuration of existing magnet opportunities already requires the transportation of students 
between north and south county. 

·  The development of the high school career academies is predicated on the expectation that 
students from outside the immediate locale of the school will be encouraged to apply, be admitted to the 
programs and be provided transportation. 

·  Many juniors and seniors drive to school, thus lessening the need for district-supported 
transportation. 

·  With 16 high schools, subdividing the district limits the variety of choices available to students. 
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IV. Student Application and Assignment Processes 

Application Timeline 

A timeline will be used that will allow all parents the maximum number of choices in the most effective 
process possible.  The application timeline will begin as early as possible in the school year for the 
following year.  There will be a separate application and assignment timeline for countywide programs 
and attendance area schools.  Each will use its own applications.  Students who will be assigned to 
countywide spaces will be determined prior to the assignment of students to attendance area spaces. 

Application Guidelines  

In the first year of Choice, families of current students will be required to indicate a choice of schools.  
In subsequent years, students entering kindergarten, grade 6 and grade 9 will be required to complete a 
Choice application within the proposed timelines.  Students attending a Pinellas County school in 
grades1-5, 7-8, and 10-12 who wish to apply for a school other than the one they currently are attending 
also will complete an application.  Students who wish to remain in their currently assigned school may 
not need to complete an application but may be required to indicate their desire for a continuation 
(grandfathering) preference.  Applications should be completed by using the telephone or web-based 
process.  For those unable to do a telephone or web-based application, one may be completed at one of 
the Family Education and Information Centers.  All completed applications will be forwarded to one 
central location and be processed at that location using the rules and processes established in this plan. 

Parents of students who qualify for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Programs or ESOL services 
will also be part of the Choice process.  The goal of the district is to offer a full continuum of services 
within each attendance area, to the extent feasible.  The determination of placement of students who 
qualify for ESE or ESOL units will be as convenient to those students as possible and will be based upon 
program capacity of schools, the population of ESOL and ESE students residing within each attendance 
area, the provisions for preferences in the Choice Plan and the staffing model used by the district.  This 
means that parents of ESE and ESOL students will still be eligible for the same provisions for choice as 
other parents with the difference being that full time ESE and ESOL programs will be offered at some, 
but not all schools in any given attendance area.  Parents will exercise their choices from among the 
schools that offer the needed services for their child. 

Low prevalence programs will continue to be served as is currently being done.  Exceptional Student 
Education Centers will continue to assign students based upon geographic assignment and other factors 
as determined by the ESE Department. 

All other provisions contained in the plan will be followed for ESE and ESOL students. 

Assignment Of Children Of Full Time School Board Employees 

Upon request, the children of full time School Board employees will be assigned to the school where the 
employee works provided such assignment does not violate the racial controls of this plan.  In the event 
that such an assignment would violate any provision of this plan, the employee will be notified as soon as 
an assignment is possible. 
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Computer  Selection Process 

In the event there are more applications than available spaces, applications will be processed using a 
computer selection process that accounts for the preference provisions of this plan.  The timeline for this 
process will be determined as part of the overall plan. 

Manual Assignment Process 

When parents submit applications after the deadline or fail to submit one, the student will be assigned to 
a school through a manual assignment process.  This process will also apply to students who: 

 

a. enter the district during the school year. 

b. have been dismissed from magnet or fundamental schools. 

c. have failed to complete an application during the application timeline established 
each year by the Student Assignment Department. 

d. Students who do not receive one of their choices made during the application period. 

Manual assignments will be made on a space-available basis in consideration of the indicated choices of 
the parent.  Space will not be made available for manual assignments to any school that has students on a 
waiting list. 

Claiming an Assigned Seat 

A student count will be taken on the fifth day after the start of the school year.  Students who have not 
been in attendance during the first five days of the school year will be withdrawn from a school’s roster.  
Any exception to this must be approved by the principal of the student’s assigned school.  Students who 
have been withdrawn must call the District Call Center or an FEIC to receive a new school assignment.  

Waiting L ist 

Only students who are not assigned to their first-or second-choice school will be placed on a waiting list 
for these schools.  Vacancies may be filled from this list at any time during the first ten days of the 
school year.  The order of the student©s placement on the waiting list will be determined using proximity 
of the student©s residence to the school. Changing schools after the first day of school may affect the 
student©s eligibility for extracurricular activities. 

The parent of a student on the waiting list will be called by the Student Assignment Department using the 
most recent contact number available.  Parents are responsible for providing updated contact numbers to 
their child©s school.  Parents will have twenty-four (24) hours to accept the space offered. If no reply is 
received after that time, the next student whose name appears on that waiting list will be called.  If the 
space offered is accepted, the student should enroll in the new school within three (3) school days unless 
the student is changing from a 4x4 schedule school to a 6 period day schedule or vice versa and would 
lose course credit.  These types of transfers will be considered at mid-year break. 

Appeals Process 

A student assignment appeals process will be available to parents who believe the established procedures 
regarding the assignment process have not been followed.  The student assignment appeals committee 
will determine whether the student assignment guidelines have been followed and determine the 
appropriate assignment.  The decision of the appeals committee is final. 

Students Who Apply to the Distr ict After  the Selection Process 
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Any student who enrolls in a Pinellas County school after the computer selection process must call or 
visit one of the Family Education and Information Centers.  New students to the district will be assigned 
through the manual assignment process. 

Parental Request for  Transfer  

Parents who wish for their child to attend a different school in the same attendance area must request a 
transfer from the District Call Center.  The District Call Center will determine if the request can be 
approved.  If approved, the student must enroll at the requested school within three (3) school days of 
being notified.  If the student does not enroll within that time period, the space will be offered to the next 
student requesting that space.    Only one request for transfer per school year will be granted.  Transfers 
after the tenth day of school will not be granted unless there is a corresponding change of address or 
other substantiated hardship. 

Administrative Transfers 

The Director of School Operations working with the Family Education and Information Center may 
transfer a student to a different school when necessary. 

 

False Information  

All applications must be completed accurately and honestly.  Any student assigned to a school whose 
application is found to have been falsely completed may be withdrawn immediately and without appeal.  
Students will be assigned to another school through the manual assignment process based upon the 
availability of open spaces. 

V. Race Percentages 

Dur ing Controlled Choice  

For the years 2003-07, there are court-ordered ratios in place to help the district make the transition from 
the 1971 court order for desegregation to a unitary school system.  During these four years, the maximum 
percentage of black students for any school is 42 percent.  The minimum percentage of black students for 
a school is determined by the percentage of black students residing within each attendance area.  To 
determine the minimum required percentage, subtract 15 percent from the total percentage of black 
students residing in each attendance area.  For example if an attendance area has 31 percent black 
students, the minimum percentage of black students in any school in that area will be 31 percent minus 
15 percent or a minimum of 16 percent.  All students residing in an attendance area, regardless of where 
they attend school, will be included when determining the minimum percentage for each attendance area. 

After  Controlled Choice  

Beginning in the 2007-08 school year, racial percentages will no longer be used as a required part of the 
assignment process. 

VI . Preferences 

Order  of Preferences 

There may be times when more students apply to a school than there are spaces available.  In these cases, 
assignments will be made using preferences.  These preferences take into consideration such factors as 
how close a student lives to a school, other family members attending the same school, continuity of 
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assignment among levels of schools and diversity.  All preferences will be applied in a manner that does 
not violate any of the other provisions of this plan.  These preferences and the order in which they will be 
applied are: 

 

Type of Preference Order  of Preference 

Continuation (Grandfathering) 1 

Family 2 

Proximity 3 

Diversity 4 

 

These preferences will be applied to help meet the diversity goals of the plan. 

Assignment Process 

1. Students who exercise continuation (grandfathering) will be assigned to the grandfathered school.  

2. The computer selection process will apply the preferences shown above to assign students who made 
one or more choices other than continuation (grandfathering). 

3.  All students who do not receive one of their choices, students who do not make a choice and students 
who apply after the deadline will be manually assigned to a school. 

Definitions 

The definitions and details of the preferences to be used in this plan are described as follows: 

1. Continuation (Grandfather ing) Preference 

a. Traditional grandfathering allows students to remain at the school of attendance until 
promotion to the next school level or the student otherwise leaves the school. Students returning from a 
successful reassignment/expulsion at one of the district©s programs will be entitled to traditional 
grandfathering at their previously assigned school unless the provisions for returning prohibit an 
assignment to that school. 

b. Extended grandfathering will be used at the onset of the choice student assignment plan.  
Extended grandfathering allows students to remain at the school of attendance and progress through each 
school level previously assigned to the parent/guardian’s address until the student graduates from high 
school or the family moves out of the residence used to determine the progression of schools.  Families 
wishing to exercise the extended grandfathering option must meet several prerequisites and conditions: 

• The parent/guardian must maintain continuous residence at the same address that 
established the progression of schools throughout the enrollment of the child or children in order to 
exercise this option.  
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• This preference only applies to all students enrolled in Pinellas County public schools as of 
June 6, 2001.  

• Students who are invited to participate in magnet or fundamental programs or who 
participate in partnership school, ESE, ESOL, or MEGSSS programs not available at the school 
previously zoned for the family’s residence may, upon completing that program, choose to attend the 
school previously zoned for the family’s residence or may participate in the choice selection process.  
Extended grandfathering will also apply to children who attend schools through the professional courtesy 
and diversity preferences.  

• Except as provided above, students who leave their school of attendance as of June 6, 2001, 
or thereafter for any reason except when moving to the next school level, i.e. middle and high school 
forfeit the extended grandfathering option upon returning. Siblings may, however, continue to exercise 
the extended grandfathering option.  

• Students who enroll at a charter school after June 6, 2001 forfeit the extended 
grandfathering option. 

• Students who leave a magnet program, fundamental school, or career academy prior to 
completion of the program at that school level will be assigned to a new school through the choice 
selection process.  

Students who are attending a school on a Special Attendance Permit (SAP) during the 2002-03 school 
year may remain at that school until completion of the last grade offered at that school. 

Students who do not wish to exercise this grandfathering option will need to complete a choice 
application following the timelines described in this plan.  Students in fundamental and magnet schools 
will need to meet the requirements to remain in that school. 

Once a student has been assigned to a school, that student may remain at that school until the student: 

•  completes the highest grade level at that school. 

•  moves to another attendance area. 

•  moves out of the district. 

•  is placed in an Exceptional Student Education Program. 

•  applies for and is assigned to another school in the attendance area. 

A student who moves to another attendance area during the school year may complete a Special 
Attendance Permit to request to remain at the current school. See Section VII. Special Attendance 
Permits (SAP) regarding availability of transportation. 

Grandfather ing of Students L iving In Satellite Zones Dur ing the 2002-2003 School Year  

Students living in a satellite zone will be allowed a grandfather preference for the school assigned in 
2002-03 school year or a grandfather preference for a specified alternate school in the attendance area in 
which they live.  For high school students, the attendance boundary lines for the approved middle school 
option will define the delineation of areas. 

Impacted students will be allowed an extended grandfathering preference to each school assigned to that 
address whether they have attended the originally assigned school or the identified alternately assigned 
school.  The extended grandfathering preference shall otherwise operate the same as it would operate for 
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all other students.  Each school assigned to that address shall include the school assigned for the 2002-03 
high schools, the attendance boundary lines for the approved middle school option will define the 
delineation of areas. 

 

2. Family Preference 

A preference will be used to assign family members to the same school.  Family is defined as all 
individuals who reside together as a family at the same address.  Residency shall be determined as the 
place where the student lives whether it is permanent or temporary.  Proof of residence will be required 
at the time of registration to verify qualifications for this preference.  The family preference will be 
applied after grandfathered students are assigned and cannot be used to displace other students previously 
assigned to a school.  No family member shall be denied assignment to a school to which another family 
member is already assigned unless it would displace another student previously assigned. 

Family members requesting the same school will be assigned the same random number so that if one gets 
assigned to a school, the other will also be assigned. The family preference cannot be used to increase a 
student’s chances of participation in athletics or other extracurricular activities 

 

 

3. Proximity Preference 

A proximity preference provides an increased likelihood that a family living closest to a school will be 
selected to attend the school if that is the family’s first choice.  All parents may request a proximity 
preference for their first-choice school.  Thirty-five percent of the available spaces remaining after 
Grandfathering and Family Preferences have been applied will be filled using a proximity preference.  
The process to be used will be as follows: 

• Distances from home to school will be determined using the Edulog, Inc. guidelines and 
State Board Rule 6A.3001(3).  

• All applications will be assigned a home-to-school distance number computed to the 
nearest hundredth of a mile.  

• Spaces will be assigned using a system that begins with the application with the lowest 
home-to-school distance number and continues to the next highest number until the remaining available 
spaces have been filled.  

4. Diversity Preference 

Diversity is a preeminent goal of this Choice Plan.  To encourage diversity in school enrollments, a 
diversity preference will be provided.  This preference will be applied to increase the chances that the 
student population at each school within an attendance area reflects the overall student population in the 
entire attendance area.  This preference will be used when the percent of a race that chooses a particular 
school is less than the percentage of the students of that race in that attendance area for that level of 
school.  For high schools the percentages will be calculated using the sub-areas that are equivalent to the 
middle school attendance areas.  All of the students of that race who have selected that school as their 
first- second- and third-choice selection will be assigned to that school.  

VI I . Special Attendance Permits (SAP) 
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The Special Attendance Permit (SAP) grants a student the privilege of attending a school in another 
choice area other than the one in which he or she resides.  Extenuating circumstances for which SAPs 
may be granted may include, but shall not be limited to, child care of an elementary or middle school 
student, a family hardship or the medical condition of the child. 

The student assignment department will make the initial decision on SAPs.  Parents may appeal an 
unfavorable decision to the Special Attendance Permit Appeals Committee that will render a final 
decision as to school assignment. 

 

Elementary and Middle School Students 

If a parent of an elementary or middle school student wishes to apply for a school outside the attendance 
area in which they reside, an SAP must be completed.  All SAPs will be considered in the case when a 
requested school has available space after the application and assignment process has been completed.  
Factors that will be considered in processing requests are racial diversity at the currently assigned and 
requested schools, stability and other extenuating circumstances.  Extenuating circumstances may include 
hardships, medical reasons, child-care needs and the like.  The student may not take a space from 
someone residing in the attendance area.  The application will not be considered until the waiting list is 
exhausted. 

Parents may receive only one SAP per school year per student.  A student who is granted an SAP will be 
eligible for transportation from the closest available bus stop, contingent upon space available on that bus 
route. 

Once an SAP has been granted to a student who resides in Pinellas County that student may remain at 
that school through the highest grade offered. 

 

An SAP will not be granted in the following instances: 

a.  A family used an address other than the legal address of the parent or guardian, 

b. A family withheld information concerning an address change. 

A parent or student who intentionally misinforms school officials concerning their address may be 
withdrawn from their assigned school.  Parents will need to call the District Call Center to be assigned a 
school through the manual assignment process. 

High School Students 

Parents of high school students who wish to change their child’s school assignment must complete a 
choice application.  Applications will be processed in accordance with the established timelines used in 
the application and assignment process. 

All School Levels 

First consideration for available spaces in attendance area will be given to students who reside in that 
attendance area.  Students who do not reside in Pinellas County will be allowed to complete an SAP good 
for the school year for which it is requested and will be eligible for remaining available spaces after all 
students residing in Pinellas County have been assigned. 

Family Special Attendance Permit 
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Family Special Attendance Permits (SAP) may be granted in order to provide an opportunity for students 
in the same family to attend the same school at the same time.  A family that has a student attending a 
school outside the attendance area of their residence as a result of grandfathering at the beginning of 
controlled choice may apply for an SAP for another family member to attend the same school.  Other 
members of that family may subsequently apply for an SAP to attend the same school as long as there is a 
family member attending that school.  SAPs under this provision shall be granted under the provisions of 
the family preference.  Once a student is granted a SAP under this provision the student is entitled to stay 
at that school until the student moves to the next level school, chooses to enter the Choice Process, or the 
family moves out of the district or to another attendance area other than the one in which the family 
resides or the attendance area where the school is located.  Transportation for a student on SAP under 
this provision shall be provided on a space available basis only, if the family member attending the 
school as a result of grandfathering at the beginning of controlled choice is being provided transportation. 

VI I I . Diversity Transfer  

A diversity transfer option is available to students who wish to apply to a school within their assigned 
attendance area or an attendance area other than the one in which the student resides.  This type of 
transfer will be granted when all of the following criteria have been met: 

• More students of the race of the student requesting the transfer attend the currently assigned 
school than the area percentage of that race for that level of school  

• Fewer students of the race of the student requesting the transfer attend the requested school 
than the area percentage of that race for that level of school.  

• A space is available in the requested school at the grade level in which the student is enrolled. 

• Transportation will be provided in accordance to the rules of the plan. 

Process to be Used: 

Step 1. Student must be assigned to a school. 

Step 2. If the parent wishes to transfer to a different school in another attendance area under the 
provisions of the Diversity Transfer, a Special Attendance Permit must be completed at a Family 
Education and Information Center (FEIC). 

Step 3. Family Education and Information Center staff will verify that all of the required criteria for a 
diversity transfer have been met. 

Step 4. If all criteria have been met, the student will be granted a diversity transfer. 

Once a diversity transfer has been granted, the student will have the same rights and privileges as any 
other student at the school.  Transportation will be offered on a space available basis using existing stops 
that serve the receiving school. 

IX. Appeals 

A student assignment appeals process will be available to parents who believe that the established 
procedures regarding the assignment process have not been followed as written. The Student Assignment 
appeals committee will determine whether the student assignment guidelines have been followed and 
determine whether reconsideration of assignment is appropriate.  The decision of the appeals committee 
is final. 
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The Director of Unitary Status, or designee will coordinate all committee meetings.   

Membership of the Student Assignment Appeals Committee shall include five voting members.  

a. Two school based representatives appointed by the Area Superintendents. 

b. Four representatives from the Pinellas County Council of PTAs (PCCPTA), and four from the 
Pinellas SAC Association appointed by the respective organization.  These representatives will be 
included in a pool of names from which the Director of Student Assignment will use to form a quorum 
for committee meetings.  Members from these groups are encouraged to make a two-year commitment to 
being a member of the committee. 

Each meeting of the committee must consist of no more than five voting members and the Director of 
Unitary Status or designee.  Voting members will include one (1) school-based representative who will 
chair the meeting and two (2) representatives each from PCCPTA and Pinellas SAC Association selected 
by the Director of Unitary Status or designee from the pool of recommended names from the two 
organizations.  For each meeting of the committee, the members present will reflect a racially diverse 
representation.  The Student Assignment Appeals Committee will meet, as needed. 

Process for use when filing an appeal: 

Step 1:  Parents should attempt to resolve the decision by first contacting the staff at the Family 
Education and Information Center. 

Step 2:  If Step 1 does not resolve the issue, a parent must complete an Appeal of School Assigned 
Statement and submit it to the Director of Unitary Status or designee within ten days of being notified of 
school assignment.  Students will not be permitted to attend the requested school while any appeal is 
being considered. 

Step 3:  The Director of Unitary Status or designee will review the statement and present it to the Student 
Assignment Appeals Committee for a decision.  The Student Assignment Appeals Committee will review 
the appeal in a confidential manner that does not include student name or address on the appeal being 
considered.  Parents may also present the information in person to the appeals committee.   

Step 4: The results of the decision of the committee will be mailed to the parent within five working days 
after the meeting of the appeals committee.  The decision of the appeals committee is final. 

 

X. Transpor tation Provisions 

Any student who qualifies under federal, state and School Board guidelines will be provided 
transportation by the district. 

Service delivery models are being considered as follows: 

·  Direct bus stop-to-school service provides bus stops for individual schools.  A bus makes 
one or more stops to pick up students, and all students attend the same school. 

·  Shuttle bus service picks up students who may attend different schools.  The bus picks 
up and drops off students at each of the schools that the students attend. 

A combination of these service delivery models will be used to provide transportation.  The delivery 
models used may vary somewhat among the attendance areas due to traffic patterns, population density, 
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choices of schools made by students and other factors.  The following set of principles will apply to the 
transportation system used in any attendance area: 

·  Services will be provided in a safe, effective and efficient manner.  

·  Services will be provided in an equitable and nondiscriminatory manner.  

·  Services will be a best-fit model for the given attendance area.  

Provisions for activity buses will be considered during the annual budget steering process. 

XI . Magnet/Fundamental School Programs/Career  Academies 

Countywide magnet and fundamental schools and career academies will continue to be open to 
application for all students living in Pinellas County under policies applicable to those programs.  No 
new countywide magnet or fundamental schools will be created until the end of the Controlled Choice 
period. 

XI I . School Improvement 

Attractors 

All schools in the Pinellas County School District will use the School Improvement Planning processes 
to develop an attractor or other type of instructional initiative for their school.  These are to be developed 
to create an incentive for parents to select that school for their child.  The following frameworks should 
be used as schools develop, design and deploy an attractor: 

·  The current processes in place for School Improvement including those required for obtaining a 
waiver or dealing with a high visibility issue should be used.  

·  Attractors must be aligned with the aims, goals, measures and indicators contained in the District 
Strategic Plan.  

·  Each school should collaborate with other schools in the attendance area to offer a wide range of 
educational opportunities throughout the attendance area.  

·  Duplication of attractors within the same attendance area will be based upon customer input.  

·  Schools should be proactive in their search for an attractor to make sure that the selection of the 
attractor reflects the interests of potentially under-represented population groups.  

·  Parents, staff members, students and the community should be involved in the selection of a 
school©s attractor.  

·  Funding for attractors should be provided by the schools using existing funds or funds obtained 
through grants or other approved sources.  

·  The district should make provisions to assist schools in marketing themselves to parents.  

Any school in an attendance area may decide to use a theme or fundamental concept as an attractor.  
Spaces in an area school only will be available to students residing in the same attendance area in which 
that school is located. 

School Improvement Planning 
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Introduction 

The school district uses a comprehensive plan for school improvement aligned with state requirements 
and the District Strategic Plan as well as the stipulation for unitary status.  The District Strategic Plan 
establishes aims and goals for Highest Student Achievement, Safe Learning Environment and Effective 
and Efficient Operation.  The stipulation for unitary status establishes a goal of diversity of student 
populations and aspirational goals as related to Quality of Education. 

All schools will develop and use a uniform system that will be used as a framework for: 

• Strategic planning to accomplish Highest Student Achievement in a Safe Learning       
Environment  

• Decision-making  

• Continuous Improvement  

In addition to the other means of evaluating school improvement needs, the Choice Plan will provide 
additional data to schools to determine where school improvement efforts should be focused relative to 
choice goals.  The core values that are part of the District Strategic Plan will be used in developing 
school improvement provisions. 

Choice Goals 

Choice goals will be defined in terms of general choice goals and diversity choice goals.  These goals 
will relate to students who have been assigned to their first- or second-choice school and also may apply 
to individual grade levels within each school. 

 

General Choice Goal  

The following criteria will be used to determine the level of school improvement efforts to be made to 
achieve general choice goals: 

• Schools that have less than 80 percent of their total student population who chose that school as 
their first or second choice will engage in school improvement efforts to increase this percentage.  

• Schools that have less than 90 percent of their total student population who chose that school as 
their first or second choice may engage in school improvement efforts to increase this 
percentage.  

• Any school that has a particular grade level with less than 80 percent of the students who chose 
that school as their first or second choice may engage in school improvement efforts to increase 
this percentage.  

Diversity Choice Goal  

The following criteria will be used to determine the level of school improvement efforts to be made to 
achieve diversity choice goals: 

• The optimum diversity percentage is the percentage of black students in each level of school 
(elementary, middle and high) in an attendance area.  For high schools the percentages will be 
calculated using sub-areas that are equivalent to the middle school attendance areas.  
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• The diversity choice goal is that all schools should strive to have a black student population that 
is at least 80 percent and no more than 120 percent of the optimum diversity percentage of the 
attendance area or the sub-area to be used for high schools.  

Schools that have less than or more than the diversity choice goal for black students who chose that 
school as their first or second choice will engage in school improvement efforts to increase diversity. 

Process to be Used 

If a school has not achieved either the general choice goal or diversity choice goal, the following steps 
will be taken: 

• The Family Education and Information Centers (FEIC) will survey parents to determine the 
reasons for not selecting that school as their first- or second-choice school. 

• Survey results will be broken down by race to determine reasons for not selecting that school as 
the first- or second-choice school (e.g. convenience factors, academic factors or other reasons).  
These results will be correlated with the District Strategic Plan and the goal of diversity as well 
as to the aspirational goals with regard to Quality of Education. 

• Results will be presented to schools for action steps to be taken as necessary.  Steps to be taken 
should relate to the reasons, whether academic, convenience, safety, discipline or other. 

• The principal, staff members and SAC will determine the actions required to improve on the 
school©s efforts to meet Choice Plan goals.  The school will include one or more goals and 
processes in its School Improvement Plan for taking the necessary steps to encourage parents and 
students to choose that school.  The actions recommended by the school may include the 
development of an attractor.  This plan may include expenditures of School Improvement Funds 
or other funding or resource allocation, all of which is subject to a review and approval by the 
board. 

• If a school meets choice goals (general or diversity) overall, but does not meet one or more of 
them in one or more particular grade levels, these procedures will be applied to determine 
whether a particular grade level will benefit from school improvement efforts, and the school 
will determine the actions to be taken in the same manner as described above. 

• The Operations Team and Curriculum and Instruction Partnership or other district personnel as 
appropriate depending on the survey results to be addressed) will develop a support plan as 
described in the Plan to Improve Student Achievement and in collaboration with the school.  This 
plan may include expenditures of School Improvement Funds or other funding or resource 
allocation, all of which is subject to a review and approval by the board. 

• The District Monitoring and Advisory Committee (DMAC) will review the measures and 
indicators suggested by the school and make recommendations to the school board. 

Process - Subsequent Years 

If a school has not met the criteria for general or diversity choice goals for two or more consecutive 
years, the following steps will be taken: 

• Compare current year data as to how close the school is to meeting the general choice goals or 
diversity choice goals to the same data for the previous year.  
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• FEIC again will survey parents of the school to determine their reasons for not selecting that 
school for their first or second choice.  

• Survey results will be broken down by race to determine the reasons for not selecting that 
school as first or second choice.  These will be correlated with the District Strategic Plan and the 
goal of diversity and aspirational goals with regard to Quality of Education.  

• Data on choice goals (general and diversity) and survey results will be compared to the same 
data and survey results from the previous year to determine the progress made in achieving 
choice goals.  

• Before determining whether changes are needed in the school improvement efforts, the school 
will consult formally and informally with principals and SAC chairs of other schools in their 
attendance area to obtain information and recommendations on what seems to be attracting 
students to their school.  

• The school will determine if any additional actions are required to move toward achievement of 
the choice goals and will include any changes in its school improvement plan.  

• At each semi-annual area principals© and SAC Chairs© meetings with the superintendent or 
designee, time will be spent on sharing school improvement strategies.  Principals should take 
this information back to their schools to discuss with their individual SACs.  The school 
improvement plans, in turn, may include goals and processes based on this information.  School 
Improvement Plans and other relevant information such as any update to the support plan 
developed by the Division of Curriculum and Instruction will be presented to DMAC for 
consideration.  

• DMAC shall review the information from those schools that may include recommendations 
received during the previously mentioned steps as well as any other information it finds 
appropriate and will make recommendations to the school board.  The information received from 
the school will include an update on the school©s support plan.  A copy of these recommendations 
will be forwarded to the individual school.  

XI I I . Public Information Systems 

The student assignment plan needs to be effectively communicated throughout the community.  Among 
these are the description of attendance areas, information about schools within each attendance area, 
registration processes, selection processes, transportation information, SAP rules, attractors and other key 
pieces of information. 

A comprehensive and highly coordinated approach will be used to promote the process for school 
selection as well as provide specific information in a timely fashion.  The approach will be designed to 
reach every family with the information needed to make an informed choice within the established 
deadlines. 

XIV. Eligibility for  Extracurr icular  Activities 

A. General Guidelines 

1.  All Extracurr icular  Activities 

• The determination of eligibility for extracurricular activities for high school and middle school 
students will be in accordance with Pinellas County Schools policies as well as rules and 
regulations of any governing body recognized by the Pinellas County School Board. 
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• Students who are assigned to a school between the end of one school year and the beginning of 
the next, are eligible to participate at the newly assigned school provided they are enrolled and 
attending at the newly assigned school as of the first day of the school year. 

• Students administratively transferred to another regular school for disciplinary reasons shall be 
ineligible for 365 days from the date of the transfer.  Students returning to any regular school 
from a successful reassignment/expulsion shall be eligible upon return to any regular school. 

 

2.  Athletics 

• Students who change schools during the school year without a corresponding change of address 
are not eligible to participate in athletics for the remainder of that school year. Students who 
move to a new address will be allowed to participate in athletics in accordance with Pinellas 
County School©s policies as well as rules and regulations of any governing body recognized by 
the Pinellas County School Board. 

• Students who change schools during the school year under the waiting list procedure shall not 
be considered as transferring for athletic reasons.  Consequently, the FHSAA "Application of 
Waiver of the Transfer Rule" will be approved by the principals of the schools involved. 

• Upon a student being placed in a new school according to choice application a third time after 
entering high school, that student will be declared ineligible to participate in athletics for 365 
days, from the first day of attendance at the new school. 

• When a student withdraws from a fundamental school magnet program or career academy, or 
special program, he or she will be assigned using the choice application and assignment process.  
Eligibility to participate in athletics will be determined by the appeals committee for 
extracurricular activities in accordance with Pinellas County School©s policies as well as rules 
and regulations of any governing body recognized by the Pinellas County School Board. 

B. Home Education Program and Char ter  School Students Par ticipation 

• Students who are participating in the Home Education Program or a charter school may 
participate in athletics in accordance with Pinellas County School©s policies as well as rules and 
regulations of any governing body recognized by the Pinellas County School Board. 

• A home educated student must be registered with the Pinellas County Schools Coordinator for 
Partnership Schools and Child Care Programs as a home educated student. 

• A charter school student must be enrolled in a Pinellas County Charter School. 

• The school of eligibility for participation in interscholastic extracurricular activities will be the 
school assigned to a student in accordance with all provisions of the choice assignment process.  
This will also be the school that a home educated student may attend for academic classes.  
Students would need to provide their own transportation to the school of assignment to take part 
in practices for extracurricular activities. 

• A home education or charter school student desiring to be placed at a school other than the 
assigned school must submit a choice application at the Family Education and Information 
Center during the enrollment period. Home education and charter school students may not apply 
for a transfer. 
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• Students who are participating in the Home Education Program during the 2002/03 school 
year, may continue to participate at the same school (through the highest grade offered at that 
school) in interscholastic extracurricular activities and academic classes if they are currently 
doing so. 

C. Appeals 

Parents of students who have concerns about the student’s eligibility to participate in extracurricular 
activities as indicated above may use the appeal process. 

Step 1 – Parents of students should appeal to the appropriate administrator of the assigned school 
to determine eligibility status prior to the start of the season.  Administrators will decide the appeal in 
accordance with Pinellas County School©s policies as well as rules and regulations of any governing body 
recognized by the Pinellas County School Board. 

Step 2 – If resolution is not achieved in Step 1, parents may appeal to the Appeals Committee for 
Extracurricular Activities by contacting the Director of PreK-12 Extracurricular Student Activities.  The 
appeals committee will meet at least monthly to hear all appeals for athletics.  The make-up of the 
committee will include:  The Director of PreK-12 Extracurricular Student Activities, the president of the 
applicable school level principal’s organization, one parent from a pool of names submitted by PCCPTA 
and one parent from a pool of names submitted by the Pinellas SAC Association and the president of the 
Pinellas County Athletic Conference.  For non-athletic extracurricular activities the appeals committee 
make-up will be the Director of PreK-12 Extracurricular Student Activities, one parent from a pool of 
names submitted by PCCPTA and one parent from a pool of names submitted by the Pinellas SAC 
Association. 

Step 3 - The appeals committee listens to parents’  reasons for requesting eligibility to participate. 

Step 4 - The committee’s decision will be mailed to parents within five (5) working days of 
appeals committee meeting.  The decision of the appeals committee is final. 

Athletic recruiting is prohibited by Florida High School Activities Association bylaws.  A student who 
participates in non-school competition (i.e. AAU, American Legion, etc.) as a member of a team that is 
affiliated with any school other than the school which the student attends and who subsequently transfers 
to that school shall be ineligible to represent that school in interscholastic athletic competition for a 
period of 365 consecutive days from the date of enrollment in that school.  A team affiliated with a 
school is one that is organized or coached by any member of the athletic department staff at, or any 
person affiliated with, that school; or has a team roster comprised of a majority of students who attend 
that school.  Membership by a student on such a team followed by his/her transfer to that school shall be 
considered prima facie evidence of recruiting. 

High schools under the jurisdiction of the School Board of Pinellas County are members of the Florida 
High School Activities Association and must comply with association rules to maintain membership.  
Nothing in this policy shall be construed as interference with the judgment of the officers of the 
association concerning the rules of the association on eligibility, nor shall this be construed as a directive 
to any principal to sign any form as a prerequisite to eligibility for any student. 

XV. Super intendent's Author ity 

The Superintendent (or designee) is authorized to interpret the language of the Choice Plan and decide 
any case not covered in this policy. 
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Appendix A 

Glossary of Terms 

Appeals process   The process that outlines the steps a parent may take when he or she feels the rules or 
procedures of the Choice Plan were not followed consistently. 

Assignment process   The process used to fill the student spaces at a school using the provisions of the 
student assignment plan. 

Attendance Area   A geographical area that contains a number of schools for parents to consider for 
their child.  Each area contains, to the extent possible, equivalent academic offerings to all students in 
that area, an equal distribution of exceptional student education programs; racial balances that comply 
with the court order and distances that are reasonable for transportation purposes. 

Computer  Selection Process   The process used when there are more applications for spaces in a school 
than there are spaces available.  A computer program assigns students to schools in a fair and unbiased 
manner using the provisions as detailed in this plan. 

Continuation (Grandfather ing)   The preference allowing eligible students to attend the same three 
levels of schools (elementary, middle and high) they were zoned to attend prior to the Choice Plan if they 
continue to live at the same residence and maintain continuous enrollment in those same schools. 

Distr ict Call Center   A telephone help line that assists families requesting a school assignment. 

Diversity   The attendance area©s racial percentages of students living in the area for each level of school: 
elementary, middle and high school.  For purposes of computing racial percentages, students will be 
classified as black and nonblack. 

Family Education and Information Centers   Strategically located centers where parents may obtain 
information about schools in an attendance area as well as countywide magnet and fundamental schools 
and programs. 

Family Preference   Consideration given to students who wish to attend the same school in which 
another household member is currently enrolled. 

Low Prevalence   A program in which a relatively small number of students are identified and need 
services e.g. SVE, SED, AUT, DHH. 

Manual Assignment   The method used to place students who were not assigned to a school during the 
regular application and assignment timeline. 

Program Capacity   The number of spaces available at a given school based upon state and district 
guidelines for room usage, staffing model and teacher-pupil ratios. 

Proximity Preference   An established provision for families that gives a student who resides closest to 
a specific school a preference to be assigned to that school up to a maximum of 35 percent of the 
available spaces. 

Special Attendance Permit (SAP)   A process that grants a student the privilege of attending a school in 
a different attendance area than the attendance area of their residence.  
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Waiting L ist   The listing of the names of students who did not receive their first or second choice of 
schools who are interested in obtaining a space at that school if one becomes available during the wait 
list period. 

Walk Zone   A walk path established for each school as defined by state rules and local guidelines. 


